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Section I. Greenbelt White Trail Assessment, Inventory & Mapping
Introduction

The Greabelt, located on Staten Islansl, 2,800 acresfmixedopen space and one of Ne
natural areas. The Greenbelt consists of distinct habitats, including intact forest communities, vernal ponds, br
wetlands, rare remnant grassland and dauts with other natural treasaréhat once existed throughout the
Northeast region of the United StateSlong with these types of natural aseahe Greenbelt also consists of
landscaped parklands for recreational opportunities fopubéc.

NYC Parks Greenbelt Administration andetiGreenbelt Conservancy, its nprofit dedicated partner, work to
ensure that the Greenbelt in its entirety, which incltldésgh Roc k Par k, LaTourette
Basket Willow Swamp, Deere Park, Willowbrook Park, William T. Davidinkiad/Willowbrook Parkwayand
adjacent propertiesre safe, healthy and vibrantlandscapes. This dynamigublic/private partnership provides
programs and services related to environmental education, consearadioestoratiothat promotes the Greenlils
unigue status as an urban natural oa¥isitors to the Greenbelt caanjoy a spectrum of passivand active
recreatimal opportunitiesuch as nature walks,Kmg, crosscountry running, fishing anbdiking through ouB5-mile
trail systemwhich isthe longest trail system KYC Parks.

One ofthe longest trails in the Greenhedt over gght miles, is the White trail. The White tréihverses the Greenbelt
fromnorth to sout h. The White Trail 6s tanobafivehoeerlake, Mew r
York Cityds only ar dforeAll @hildfen. eThednidseetiond of thén WhiteCTaail includeeparts
of Bloodroot Valey and La Tourette Park. Bearing south towdsdsat Kills Park, part of thGateway NationdPark
Service, is the southern extent of the White tréile White Trail is widely used for passive recreation, including
scenic nature wis and educational hikes. In the overall context of the entire Greenbelt trail syst&uhitberail is
one offour major colofcoded trailsBlue, Yellow, Red ad White. These are maintained by NYC Parks stéff the
invaluable assistandeom ou volunteers antbcal organizations, including the Staten Island Foundatmhthe N¥

NJ Trails Conference

The Greebelt Natural Resources Team (GNR$ made up ofledicated professionals that are passionate about tt
Greenbeltdéds natur al areas. The teambs core missi
components through ecologically based nagement practices. By implementing natural area assessmer
biotic/abiotic monitoring, applied ecosystem restoration and trail restoration projects, GNRT is fulfilling the missic

In 2011, GNRT created the Trail Reconnaissance Analysis and démyehogistical Systems (TRAILS). The
objective is to facilitate the assessment of the entirgn8le trail system and providdrail management
recommendationfor a sustainable trail system.
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TRAILS

Prior to making trail management decisions, it is impdartarassess and inventory the trail. TRAILS supplies a parl
manager with important data that is readily discernable. Each trail segment, or group of segments, is homogenc
compact so it can be dealt with as an individual management area.

The objecties of TRAILS are to:

Delineate a trail

Obtain basic geographic information of trail

Identify and record management concerns on trail

Map and inventory trail using GPS technology

Develop a comprehensive trail map using GIS technology

Facilitate a trail maitenance program/schedule

Provide recommendations towards developing a comprehensive trail management plan

NoagkrwbdE

TRAILS is a trail reconnaissance mechanism. Subjective, or visual, data are collected and then analyzed
cartographically (maps with overlayg)dawith GPS/GIS. The TRAILS maps indicate location and length of each tre
or trail segment. It is also used to record site
1006 scal e) are used t ong @sal photeaghe and GPS/GIS sechnoiogy tguides tH
preliminary identification of various features on a trail. Teams of two technicians trained in trail analysis visit €
trail and verify distinct trail conditions.

A data form has been preparedstoeamline the ground truth and analysis processes. The form was designe:
facilitate the transfer of field data onto a compdttased database.

Following collection of data in the field, a summary report is prepared. The summary report (TRAILSinepates
the information collected by technicians and presents a synopsis in a form readily usable by park managers
administrators, and the public. The most useful result of the TRAILS report is a trail management plan or mainte
schedule for sféor volunteers to implement in phases.

Along with the report are trail maps of existing trail conditions with recommendations for restoration
improvements. The map can also be used for planning management strategies as well as for presenta&tson purpo
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Section Il. TRAILS (White Trail) Maps

Map 1: Aerial Map of the Greenbelt with Willowbrook Park Highlighted with the White Trail
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Map 2: Map of Willowbrook Park with the White Trail
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