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Section I. Greenbelt White Trail Assessment, Inventory & Mapping 

Introduction 

The Greenbelt, located on Staten Island, is 2,800 acres of mixed open space and one of New York Cityôs largest urban 

natural areas. The Greenbelt consists of distinct habitats, including intact forest communities, vernal ponds, brackish 

wetlands, rare remnant grassland and woodlands with other natural treasures that once existed throughout the 

Northeast region of the United States. Along with these types of natural areas, the Greenbelt also consists of 

landscaped parklands for recreational opportunities for the public.  

NYC Parks Greenbelt Administration and the Greenbelt Conservancy, its non-profit dedicated partner, work  to 

ensure that the Greenbelt in its entirety, which includes High Rock Park, LaTourette Park, Bloodroot Valley, Reedôs 

Basket Willow Swamp, Deere Park, Willowbrook Park, William T. Davis, Richmond/Willowbrook Parkways and 

adjacent properties are safe, healthy and vibrant landscapes. This dynamic public/private partnership provides 

programs and services related to environmental education, conservation and restoration that promotes the Greenbeltôs 

unique status as an urban natural oasis. Visitors to the Greenbelt can enjoy a spectrum of passive and active 

recreational opportunities such as nature walks, hiking, cross-country running, fishing and biking through our 35-mile 

trail system, which is the longest trail system in NYC Parks.     

One of the longest trails in the Greenbelt, at over eight miles, is the White trail. The White trail traverses the Greenbelt 

from north to south.  The White Trailôs northern border is Willowbrook Park, which consists of a five-acre lake, New 

York Cityôs only archery field, and the Carousel for All Children.  The mid-sections of the White Trail include parts 

of Bloodroot Valley and La Tourette Park. Bearing south towards Great Kills Park, part of the Gateway National Park 

Service, is the southern extent of the White trail. The White Trail is widely used for passive recreation, including 

scenic nature walks and educational hikes.  In the overall context of the entire Greenbelt trail system, the White trail is 

one of four major color-coded trails: Blue, Yellow, Red and White. These are maintained by NYC Parks staff with the 

invaluable assistance from our volunteers and local organizations, including the Staten Island Foundation and the NY-

NJ Trails Conference.  

The Greenbelt Natural Resources Team (GNRT) is made up of dedicated professionals that are passionate about the 

Greenbeltôs natural areas. The teamôs core mission is to preserve, protect and restore the Greenbelt and all its 

components through ecologically based management practices. By implementing natural area assessments, 

biotic/abiotic monitoring, applied ecosystem restoration and trail restoration projects, GNRT is fulfilling the mission.  

In 2011, GNRT created the Trail Reconnaissance Analysis and Inventory Logistical Systems (TRAILS). The 

objective is to facilitate the assessment of the entire 35-mile trail system and provide trail management 

recommendations for a sustainable trail system.  
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TRAILS 

Prior to making trail management decisions, it is important to assess and inventory the trail. TRAILS supplies a park 

manager with important data that is readily discernable. Each trail segment, or group of segments, is homogenous and 

compact so it can be dealt with as an individual management area.  

The objectives of TRAILS are to: 

1. Delineate a trail 

2. Obtain basic geographic information of trail  

3. Identify and record management concerns on trail 

4. Map and inventory trail using GPS technology 

5. Develop a comprehensive trail map using GIS technology 

6. Facilitate a trail maintenance program/schedule 

7. Provide recommendations towards developing a comprehensive trail management plan 

TRAILS is a trail reconnaissance mechanism. Subjective, or visual, data are collected and then analyzed, both 

cartographically (maps with overlays) and with GPS/GIS. The TRAILS maps indicate location and length of each trail 

or trail segment.  It is also used to record site descriptions. Vertical aerial photograph enlargements (1ò= 200ô or 1ò = 

100ô scale) are used to delineate trails in the field. Using aerial photographs and GPS/GIS technology guides the 

preliminary identification of various features on a trail. Teams of two technicians trained in trail analysis visit each 

trail and verify distinct trail conditions.   

A data form has been prepared to streamline the ground truth and analysis processes.  The form was designed to 

facilitate the transfer of field data onto a computer-based database. 

Following collection of data in the field, a summary report is prepared. The summary report (TRAILS report) includes 

the information collected by technicians and presents a synopsis in a form readily usable by park managers, park 

administrators, and the public. The most useful result of the TRAILS report is a trail management plan or maintenance 

schedule for staff or volunteers to implement in phases.  

Along with the report are trail maps of existing trail conditions with recommendations for restoration or 

improvements. The map can also be used for planning management strategies as well as for presentation purposes. 
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Section II. TRAILS (White Trail) Maps  
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